[image: image1.png]


                                                                                                         Aug. 2006                                             

Compatriots,









With summer rapidly coming to a close, I hope everyone is having

a safe and pleasant season.

Ray Grubbs has offered his beautiful riverside venue to the camp again

this year for the summer breakfast.  The date is Saturday, August 19th
at 9:00a.m.  Donnie Graves and his infamous cooking crew will be pre-

paring the meal.  

The month of August starts our SCV fiscal year.  Please be prepared

to submit your membership dues which are a total of $40 at the September meeting.

Following is the statement from the SCV constitution.

The SCV operates on a fiscal year (not calendar) beginning August 1 of one year and going through July 31 of the following year. The current fiscal year, August 1, 2005, through July 31, 2006, is shown as status 2005 on your roster, which means those members are paid through July 31, 2006. Additionally, there is a three-month grace period from August 1 through November 1 when members are still current while the camp works to collect the $20 dues for the next fiscal year. After November 1 of each year, a $5 late fee is applied to the normal $20 dues.

Forwarding the Colors

Any time you have two hours to spare on Thursdays (3:30pm- 5:30pm),

come join the guys at Dupont rallying the flag.  Flags are available

or bring your own.  You will enjoy the comradeship and smiles from

people as they pass.

Please show your support and enjoy home cooking by attending

the first meeting of the season on Monday, September 11th at Gulliver’s 

Crossflights Restaurant. 

Our guest speaker for September will be Frank Earnest.  He is our Virginia

Division Commander.

Fellowship starts at 6:30p.m.

Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Don’t forget prospective members.

Fighting the Good Fight,

Ronnie Allen

Adjutant

(Raaron2go@aol.com
Following are a few important words from our commander summarizing

the summer’s events.

Commander’s Comments:

I would like to give a big thanks to every one that contributed to the May meeting auction. It was a big success for the first one we have held. I believe the turn out was 23 members and 3 guests and we had a great assortment of items to auction. I would also like to thank Eddie Alexander for being our auctioneer and he did a wonderful job. Ronnie Allen deserves special thanks for recording each item and collecting the money. The camp was able to raise $498 from the auction and Eddie Alexander rounded the total off to $500.

I represented the camp at the Huguenot Springs Cemetery Service on Memorial Day and placed the camp wreath. Our camp has a history of contributing to Huguenot Springs Cemetery and the J.E.B. Stuart Camp called to invite our camp to the service. As you all know Chester Station contributed to the erection of the iron fence around the cemetery. The J.E.B. Stuart Camp allowed Life Scout Tyler Parham and myself to attend their April Meeting and contributed over $150 by passing the hat to the Battery Dantzler Fence Project.

As you all know June 3rd was a busy day for the Chester Station Camp. While most of us were preparing for the afternoon party, Hoss Ritenour was representing our camp at the Jefferson Davis Memorial Service and placing the camp wreath. A special thanks goes out to Hoss for representing the camp. As for the party, it turned out to be a huge success on all fronts. Everyone that we spoke to was having a great time. 

Huge Thanks to Donnie Graves and his cooking staff, Jeff Faulkrod Sr., Donald Pond, Robert Wray, Baxter Morris, Ronnie’s wife Patti and others.

Big Thanks to Dave Parsons for his behind the scenes food and alcohol support.

Big Thanks to Eddie Alexander for taking care of the Raffle.

Big Thanks to Billy Boyd who raised $523.80 for the 50/50 which the camp received $261.90.

Big Thanks to Courtney Wells for the Insurance and ABC License.

Big Thanks to Chris Mueller for Porta-Potties and the use of his tent for the Quarter Master.

Big Thanks to Jerry Jennings and his wife and Eddie Alexander for running the QM tent.

Big Thanks to Cuda Jones, Jeb Wyatt and family for the signs & pressure washing.

Big Thanks to Steve Pond for writing all the checks and lining up the cannon crew.

Big Thanks to the Food Serving Crew, Jeff Faulkrod Jr., Robert Wray, Sam Tarry & his friend Jean.

Big Thanks to the Parking Lot Crew, Sam Tarry & James Maddux.

Big Thanks to the Gate Keepers, Claude Perkins & Brian Carpenter.

Big Thanks to our Chaplain Baxter Morris for the Invocation before dinner.

Big Thanks to the Color Guard in their first formal appearance, Ronnie Allen, Brian Carpenter, T. J. DiRenzo, Cuda Jones, Steve Pond, & Hoss Ritenour

If I have forgotten anyone I deeply regret it and we thank you for your help.

Treasurer’s report from the party:

Total Reunion Profit = $3,380 

The party, merchandise sales, pork raffle and 50:50 generated $2,244 profit. 

The raffle generated $1,136 profit.

Mr. Tyler Parham raised the necessary funds to replace the fence around the parking lot at Battery Dantzler. We had a workday at Battery Dantzler on June 17th with Boy Scout Troop #877. We dismantled the old fence and sign, cut the grass and installed the new battlefield stack fence and entrance sign. Enough people showed up from both organizations that we were able to accomplish the entire project by 1pm. I have added a new web page on the camp web site high lighting the event. Everyone who attended felt it was a great learning experience and really enjoyed the two groups being able to work together. The Boy Scouts have invited our Color Guard to one of their future meetings to give a lecture on the Confederate soldier. I would like to thank Chris Mueller for taking the time to pick up the fence material and delivering it to Battery Dantzler and donating the chemical treatment for the posts that went in to the ground. The entire project’s cost was around $1,500 with Chris Mueller’s chemical and fuel donations. My donation of the sign materials and motorized posthole digger rental. Tyler’s donation of a huge lunch on site and the printing of the Battery Dantzler donation brochures. Tyler’s mother submitted to the Village News a picture of the two organizations posing in front of the entrance sign and wrote a nice article about the workday. The Village News printed the picture and article in their June 29th issue on page 13. By now those that worked should have received a thank you card from Tyler. The following people volunteered on Saturday:

Chester Station


Troop #877
Alexander, Eddie


Clemmons, Alan

Allen, Ronnie



Clemmons, Kevin

Chandler, Eric

    
             Coumes, Michael

Jones, Cuda



Elder, Brent

Pond, Steve



Elder, Ron

Pond, Donald


             Elder, Travis

Wray, Robert



Hale, Paul






Koch, Pete






Milano, Michael






Parham, Eddy






Parham, Lynda






Parham, Tyler











Payne, Will

Some comments about the project:

I think that the project that was done Saturday was the true essence of what our SCV camps stand for. I actually brought my family out Saturday evening to see the fence. They all thought it looked great!

- Eddie Alexander

The fence and the sign look great. That is definitely the model for the

other park sites.

- Scott Williams

GIS Specialist 

Chesterfield County Environmental Engineering

During the May meeting Scott Autry, Marvin Bishop, Jr. and I donated three Verizon Foundation checks for a total of $1,500 for the Battery Dantzler Observation Deck Project. These three checks matched the three given last year for the same project.

It is with great sadness that Mr. Goyne, one of the charter members of Chester Station Camp #1503, passed June 29th. 
Ray Grubb has graciously given us permission to hold our annual breakfast at his place on the James River Saturday August 19 at 9a.m. Everyone that attended last year knows what a nice place Ray has and what a good time we all had. It’s a pleasant event that brings the camp together in the middle of the summer. Donnie Graves and his cooking staff has volunteered to cook up some tasty vittles. Ray’s address is 1250 W. Hundred Road, Chester Va. No alcohol please.

Chester Fest will be held on September 9th this year on the Village Green, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and set up time will be between 7 a.m. until 9 a.m. Last years attendance was estimated at nearly 5,000. This is a great opportunity to reach out to the area and let Chester know what our camp is about. I would like to suggest that we place an ad prior to the event in the Village News advertising that we will be at Chester Fest recruiting for new members and selling wares. We had a large number of people ask for flags, T-shirts and other related items so we need to be prepared for the same this year. The recruiting coins were a big hit with the children. Our General Lee banner was standing proud at last year’s event until the wind kicked up. We hope to have him back again this year with a stronger support system.

Next monthly meeting date: 
September 11th 6:30pm
Confederately yours,
Eric Chandler
Commander

CHESTER STATION CAMP #1503


VIRGINIA DIVISION


SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS


Eric J. Chandler, Commander 








