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February 2006

Compatriots,

We decided to beef up the newsletter a little bit so that all the members would have a good idea of what is taking place within the camp. Unfortunately not everyone can attend all the meetings all the time. Hopefully keeping everyone informed as much as possible will keep the business portion of the meetings down to a minimum. This will allow more time for speakers so the meetings can be as interesting and entertaining as possible. 

I would like to start off my term with a note about the new administration’s goals for the camp. It seems that camp members have been asking for more community involvement from our camp and we are currently planning future activities. If anyone has any suggestions about how to increase our presence in the community please feel free to express them to me. We have had several ideas submitted already and they are being considered. For instance, changing the high school scholarship to an elementary school field trip to either Pamplin Park or the MOC. We didn’t have any submissions from high school students this past year and the younger children will be more impressed with a field trip. I still remember the enjoyment of the field trips I took in elementary school to Jamestown, Yorktown, Williamsburg and Washington D.C. We can leave a lasting impression on the children more than giving a high school student a check that we have no control over how he spends it. The CWPT does this every year and the student’s pictures are put in the paper with the U.S. and a Confederate flag. See me for the newspaper article. The Chester entrance sign/fence that has our SCV sign posted on it needs painting and a few more bushes planted in front of it. I have a few gallons of aluminum fence paint that I will donate and with a few dollars we could add some extra bushes. This is another positive press opportunity. We have to achieve positive press in the community to attract new members.

Speaking of members and membership, the new administration feels that the camp should not pay for members anymore that do not pay their dues. Doing this has reduced the camp membership from 68 to somewhere between 42 to 45 paying members. I do not know how many people we were carrying but it was too many. If you know someone who has let their membership lapse, please try to convince them to have their membership reinstated. Some members will probably renew once they stop receiving the newsletter and Confederate Veteran. 

The meetings have to be interesting and informative to maintain our membership. We cannot allow the meetings to get bogged down in trivial debate. When I was voted in as Commander, I started right away lining up speakers. My goal is to have a speaker every meeting unless we have special plans for that night. The following speakers have been lined up tentatively:

February – Rusty Woodburn, curator of Violet Bank Museum, Colonial Heights

March – William Connery, CSS Shenandoah and the Last Shot of the Civil War

April – Paul Penrod, TBD, he has various topics

May – Possible camp auction night

Finding good speakers is a job that should not be left up to one person. If you visit a historic site and you think that the speaker is interesting, please acquire a name and phone number or a business card and pass this info on to Eddie Alexander or myself. It is also very important to have all business completed by 9 p.m.

I would like to give a time line of the events that have occurred since November and the new administration taking office in December and hopefully this will clear up any misunderstandings.

November 22 – I received a call from Kim Conley, Dickie King’s assistant, where she informed me that the Chesterfield County Board of Supervisors had appropriated $4,000 to the restoration of the Battery Dantzler Deck. The funds would be transferred to the Parks and Rec. Dept under Mike Golden’s supervision.

December Christmas Party – New officers were inducted and then told at the end of the party that the January meeting date had been changed. The reason given was because of football games and it was the end of a holiday weekend. We had already booked two speakers for the first Monday in January. I met with the Lt. Commanders immediately and we decided that tradition states that the camp meets on the first Monday of the month except in September. The proper handling of a situation like this would have been to bring this up in the November meeting and voted on and then announced in the next newsletter, not by general conversation amongst members.

January 2nd meeting – 19 members and two guests out of 42 members were present - We were entertained by Everette Ellis from the Jefferson Davis Memorial Committee and were presented a flag that flew during the ceremony held at Hollywood Cemetery. We were chosen to receive this flag because our camp was the largest financial contributor to their cause. The flag was given to the Quartermaster to determine the proper way to fold and preserve the flag for the camp. Then Greg White submitted a motion for the camp to submit a $250 donation to the Jefferson Davis Memorial Committee. After hearing a Treasurer’s report that we had over $9,800 in the bank the motion was seconded and voted on. The motion passed and then we took a 10-minute break to allow Mr. Ellis to sell a few items to the membership to raise more money for his cause. After the break I called for any old business and Greg White asked for an update on the Battery Dantzler project. I gave an update and then T. J. DiRienzo made a motion for the camp to contribute $4,000 to match Chesterfield’s commitment. An open discussion occurred and then the motion was seconded and voted upon. A 2/3 majority approved the motion. Chris Mueller gave recognition to the owners of Graphics Gallery, Mike and Beverly Elrod, which made the banners and signs for our camp for the Christmas parade. He made a motion to contribute $150 and letters of recognition from the camp to these fine people who spent hours putting the signs together and providing the materials. I supplied the blank letters to Brian Carpenter who will have them filled out in beautiful penmanship. We then went on to new business, which I immediately suggested that we form a Fund Raising Committee. This committee consists of Eddie Alexander, ‘Cuda’ Jones and Dave Parsons. If you have any suggestions please contact any of these members. The meeting closed on schedule at 9 p.m.

There have been several good ideas submitted to the Fund Raising Committee already. 

1. Reserve one meeting night to have a camp auction. This is a very profitable venture for the camp with almost no effort on the member’s part. It is also a lot of fun. Dearing-Beauregard has one every November and they profit between $600 and $1,200. This is how it works; the membership donates items to the camp to be auctioned. These items consist of books, pictures, dug relics, prints, statutes, etc. I donated two prints and Henry Kidd donated four prints. Other members donated items like antique bottles, a box of fresh picked pecans, knives, small statutes and around 25 books of all types of different topics. Henry Kidd and James Love (Dual member in our camp) were the auctioneers. The camp members attending the meeting are the buyers. It was a good time, no cost to the camp and all profit. There is no soliciting of businesses because a member donates every item. I will donate two prints, several pocket knives and I will look through my book collection which I am sure that I have a few that I can donate to start off this fund raiser. If the camp is supportive to this idea then we can reserve the May meeting and not schedule a speaker. Dave Parsons would be an excellent auctioneer for this event.

2. Hold a couple’s dinner with a silent auction at an area local restaurant.

3. Hold a Brunswick Stew sale. Dearing-Beauregard has one in March and most of their stew is pre-sold.

4. Hold a fund raising raffle.

5. Chester Fest – We took in between $300 and $400 with a very limited supply of items for sale. We had numerous requests for flags, which we could not fill. *Personal note: I would like to thank Robert Wray and ‘Cuda’ Jones for being there from the very beginning to the very end. These two members helped set up and hung out all day to the end and helped tear down in the evening. It was a very good time.

6. Fall Chester on the Green party for the community with music and beer. Sell beer by the cup. More details to come if this idea is favorable to the camp members.

7. The summer party of course.

Commander’s Comments:

I would like to clarify the details on Battery Dantzler. I obtained a price on materials from N. B. Goodwyn for $7,180.30 and that includes a 15% discount. This price did not include nails, screws, pier blocks and other misc. hardware. Lowe’s quoted us a price on misc. hardware for $220. I obtained a written price from Helms Quality Home Repairs for $1,500 for labor estimated on a 5-day completion timeline. Paul Helms is a personal friend of 30 years and retired DuPont employee who builds an excellent deck. I will be donating a week of my vacation and my time to help Paul and if any member wants to help that would also be greatly appreciated. Mr. Helms is giving us a tremendous discount for his services because he is working with his power tools and generators for $300 a day. No other contractor will match that rate. This also guarantees that the deck will be completed in a timely manner and a project like this, in a remote area, has to been done this way to protect the materials from thievery. These prices were all given before Hurricane Katrina and I have heard that materials have started to come back down in price. The material prices are also figured to the exact board so the usual 10% to 15% waist was not calculated. Chesterfield County Parks and Rec. has the $4,000 from the Bermuda District Improvement Fund and they have to negotiate prices with N. B. Goodwyn. Hopefully Mr. Beck will grant them the same price that we were quoted. The total quoted price in materials and labor that we have is around $9,200 with no waist calculated. If you were to have this project done at your house by a professional contractor with no discounts it would cost about $14,200 based on a $30 sq/ft rate. Chesterfield County has pledged $4,000 and Chester Station pledged $4,000, so where is the remainder going to come from? Our camp is fortunate enough to have several Verizon members and associates that have Verizon Foundation money available to them to be contributed to a 501c (3) nonprofit organization. Verizon has decided to increase the contribution limit this year from $500 to $750 per employee. This should cover the extra expenses and make up the difference. There is one catch to these contributions. Last year $1,500 was donated to the camp through this program at the summer breakfast with no stipulations attached. As far as I am concerned this money is still in the treasury. The Verizon associates are receiving increasing pressure placed on them by other nonprofits for their donations. If Chester Station Camp starts a reputation of sitting on the funds then there is a good chance that we could loose these donations to other nonprofits. The Verizon associates would like to see these funds go towards a Chester area community project. In a sense, the camp members worked for $2,500 of the $4,000 going towards Battery Dantzler since the Verizon Foundation provided $1,500. This is not the same money that was donated to the Museum of the Confederacy in February. The people that made the effort to apply for the Foundation money should have some say in how the funds are spent. Doing this encourages all camp members to raise money on their own for a specific project they may want to support. The $2,500 is more in line with what a small minority of the members wanted to contribute towards the deck.

We all have plenty of other things commanding our time in our lives other than the SCV. The Camp Officers job is to see that the camp performs its business in an efficient manner so that the meetings and community projects are completed in a timely manner without burning out the membership. This is a daunting task that requires a lot of hard work behind the scenes to work out minor details. I encourage the membership to be involved, not by joining every committee but if you can join just one or volunteer in some manner on a project would be greatly appreciated. The self-gratification is very rewarding when that task is completed and recognition is given.


I would like to clarify that none of the newly elected camp officers, to my knowledge, is trying to keep any member of this camp from being able to vote. I had asked the previous Commander if our camp had instituted the same ruling that the IHQ had passed on only allowing the past three Commanders the right to vote at Executive Meetings. I recall that after this was passed by the IHQ our camp discussed, in a regular meeting, whether our camp needed to pass the same ruling. I asked for a clarification by the Past Commander whether this was voted on so that there would be no confusion at future Executive meetings. I also asked for a clarification on the Commander’s discretionary fund that was voted on by the camp more than a year ago. I wanted to know what the amount was and whether it was per month, year or term. I asked this because I was looking in to acquiring a cheaply priced PA system for the meetings. When I became Commander I wasn’t given any information on camp procedures or any history of past proceedings so I have to consult the IHQ online documentation or ask questions. My record of support for this camp in the past should reflect my dedication to Chester Station Camp #1503. 

Agenda for the February Meeting:

7:00 p.m. Call all members to order

Present Chaplain Morris with the Chaplain’s Medal

Call for the Chaplain’s Prayer

Pledge of Allegiance

Salute to the Confederate Flag

Recite the Charge

Meal

Count the members

Recognize any guests present.

Speaker: Rusty Woodburn – Curator, Violet Bank Museum, Colonial Heights, Va. 

10 minute break

Swear in new member: Marvin Bishop, Jr.

Old Business:

Quartermaster’s report on the flag box and folding instructions (postponed)

New Business:

1. Sons of Confederate Veterans Virginia Division Confederate Heritage Month Parade, April 8, 2006 at 2pm down Monument Ave. We need a count of volunteers that want to participate so that we can submit the registration form.

2. The 2006 Virginia Division Annual Convention, which will be held April 21st, 22nd, and 23rd in Suffolk, Virginia. If anyone is interested in representing our camp or needs any more information, please contact the Commander. 

3. Results from the open meeting held on the June party.


The June Party Committee would like to recommend the following:

1. Bluegrass band “Copper Ridge” for the entertainment

2. Walthal Berry Farm for the location.

3. A uniformed Police presence at the gate and around the grounds.

4. Raffle and Gate tickets to be printed on two different colored papers.

5. No door prize. 99% of attendees either have only half the ticket or haven’t filled out the stub when submitting ticket at the gate. This causes back ups at the gate.

The Party Committee would like to try Walthal Berry Farm with a different style of music and an added emphasis on trying to bring the family atmosphere back to the party. Bringing the families back to the party will take a few years to build up that type of reputation. We would also like to have a uniformed police presence to give the appearance of a safe environment. Two or three officers would suffice. If this party has a decline in attendance then we will start from scratch with a totally new format at a different location. We also decided that the raffle tickets should be printed in a different color to eliminate gate and raffle ticket confusion. We need to eliminate the door prize because no one fills out the address block on the gate ticket and this creates a vehicle back up at the gate and a lot of the tickets came in last year with the address portion removed. We cannot advertise in the papers because of the type of ABC license that we acquire. It was stressed to the members that we cannot rely on Dave's waitresses to sell our tickets. Dave's restaurants were responsible for about 120 tickets of the 188 attendees last year. The members that wanted Bluegrass know that they will have to sell tickets to make this event happen or changes will have to be made next year. Would you like to make raffle item suggestions again and handle that portion of the event?

Please check out the Chester Village News full-page article in the January 26 issue on our camp and Battery Dantzler. There is also an article on page 4, which is a plea to the area Boy Scouts for a volunteer to help in raising funds for the fence and sign restoration. 

“Do your duty in all things…You cannot do more; you should never wish to do less.”

Robert E. Lee

Confederately yours,

Eric J. Chandler, Commander

eric.j.chandler@verizon.net
Ronnie Allen, Adjutant


Raaron2go@aol.com
Check out our web site:


www.ChesterStation.org
CHESTER STATION CAMP #1503


VIRGINIA DIVISION


SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS


Eric J. Chandler, Commander 








