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Compatriots,







March 2006

First, I’d like to say that if you did not attend February’s meeting, you missed an excellent presentation by Rusty Woodburn, Curator of Violet Bank Museum. Although lengthy, it was very informative on the battle of Antietam and its commanders and strategies.

I recently received my renewal of membership to the Museum of The Confederacy.  I strongly urge any member of our camp who is not a member of the MOC to join.  The MOC is in our back yard and needs local support.  You would be surprised at the number of out of state members.

Forwarding the Colors

Any time you have two hours to spare on Thursdays (3:30pm- 5:30pm), come join the guys at Dupont rallying the flag.  Flags are available or bring your own.  You will enjoy the comradeship and smiles from people as they pass.

Our commander and his staff are striving to put together monthly topics of interest through guest speakers, exhibits, etc.  Please share any insight you may have.

In closing, show your support and enjoy home cooking by attending the next meeting, on March 6th, at Gulliver’s Crossflights Restaurant.

Fellowship starts at 6:30p.m.

Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Don’t forget prospective members.

Fighting the Good Fight,

Ronnie Allen

Adjutant

(Raaron2go@aol.com)

Following are a few words from our commander:

Commander's Comments,
      I would like to encourage everyone to come to the next meeting, March 6th,  because I am very excited about our speaker. William Connery will be traveling from Northern Virginia to talk about the C.S.S. Shenandoah. If you would like a preview on the C.S.S. Shenandoah please visit the Museum of the Confederacy and their Confederate Navy exhibit. The C.S.S. Shenandoah's flag was the last Confederate flag to be surrendered in November 1865 in England. That flag is now on exhibit for the first time in the MOC after being stored away for over 140 years.
      I submitted the application for the Confederate Heritage Month Parade down the famous Monument Avenue for 14 members of the camp. The parade is April 8 starting at 2pm. At this time I have not been able to find out anything on the Chesterfield Confederate Heritage Day event that usually is held in April at the Chesterfield County Courthouse. This is a really nice program with excellent speakers. Hopefully news of this event will be available soon.
      We are still looking for a volunteer to attend the State Convention in Suffolk on April 21 through April 22, 2006. If anyone would like to attend and represent the camp please contact me for the reservation form.
      The admission tickets for our summer fundraiser will be available at the March meeting in packs of ten. They are on gray paper and are different in size so that they will be distinguishable from the white raffle tickets. They also do not have serial numbers because there isn't a dependable way to track these tickets. For example, at the gate last year we were pooling the extra tickets and putting the money from the sales of those tickets in one moneybag as we sold them. In a sense we were really working on an honor system because we knew the money was going back to the Treasurer. It is very difficult for one person to keep track of the serial numbers when every time someone runs out of tickets and needs to borrow a few from another camp member that can't sell his. If Chris Mueller was notified every time tickets were swapped his phone would ring several times a day and this isn't fair to him. We are all responsible adults and I don't believe that anyone will miss use this system. Also there is a specific type of security hole punched in each card to prevent anyone from copying the tickets. According to Eddie Alexander the raffle tickets may be ready by the next meeting with prizes designated as for 1st place: $500.00, 2nd place: $200.00 gift certificate from Dance's Sporting Goods, 3rd place: $50.00 gift certificate to Swift Creek Mill Playhouse. Our resident BBQ Connoisseur, Chef Donnie Graves, has volunteered to do the cooking again this year. Please offer any assistance possible to Chef Graves.
      Battery Dantzler update: We are waiting on three things at this time before proceeding with any work at Battery Dantzler. We are currently awaiting a building permit from Chesterfield County, checks from the Verizon Foundation for the remainder of the funding and vacation time for myself. I cannot take any vacation until after March 31 and hopefully by then I will have the rest of the funding. I also have to obtain new material prices since our original material list is from last fall.
      I asked the Chester Village News if I could submit a plea in their paper last month for a Life Scout for a community project. They donated space and Life Scout Tyler Parham saw the article and called me. We have met and he has agreed to take on the project, which consists of replacing the fence and restoring the entrance signage at Battery Dantzler. Tyler is 12 years old and his goal is to become an Eagle Scout before his is 13. If you have noticed the Eagle Scouts being recognized by the Chesterfield County Board of Supervisors then you have noticed that they are usually 18 or 19 years old. Tyler is very goal oriented and I am looking forward to working with him. His toughest task will be to raise the money needed for this community project. If you see Tyler around town please give him your support. This is a fine example of where two organizations can come together to achieve a goal where the community wins. Also if you run into any of the fine people at the Village News please thank them for their support of the camp. I hope to place an ad in the Village News once the Battery Dantzler project is complete thanking all the individuals, organizations and businesses that have supported this project.
      Please keep the May meeting in the back of your minds because we will be having our first camp auction night. We will have a quick business meeting and then our camp auction. Please bring any items that you would like to donate to the camp so that they can be auctioned off. All proceeds will go to the camp. If you have an old book, art print, dug items, bottles or anything else that you would like to get rid of and you might think that someone else might want then please bring it to the May meeting. The items do not have to be Civil War related. We have a Confederate Veteran magazine from the 1920's that was donated to the camp from our January speaker, Everette Ellis that will be up for auction. I have seen these magazines bring from $50 to $75 each. Since we do not really have a proper place to exhibit the flag that was given the camp from the Jefferson Davis Memorial Committee we could auction it off also, pending camp approval of course. I will donate a reproduction of a map that I sell of E. G. Arnold's map of Washington D.C. 1862 that shows all the Union forts surrounding Washington. E. G. Arnold was a printer in Washington who produced this map and sold them. When the Union Army found out, they raided his shop and confiscated all the maps and his client list. They went to each customer’s house and confiscated their maps also. They were afraid that the Confederate Army would obtain a copy showing all their fort locations. It is a very beautiful map and frames really nice. I will also donate another print which I haven't decided upon yet and possibly a few books and music CD's. This is a win-win situation for the camp and is a really good time for the members, something different from the usual meeting.


Next meeting: March 6th
Please visit our web site: www.ChesterStation.org

If any member wants their business listed on the camp web site under the links page please feel free to let me know. This page receives a lot of hits. I will not list any business without their permission so you have to let me know if you would like a link to your company web site or a graphic image advertising your business.


Protecting Our Future By Preserving Our Past.

Confederately yours,
Eric Chandler
Commander
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