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                                                                                                 Friday, November 19, 2004
Fellow Compatriots:

   Our upcoming meeting is the SCV Christmas Party. It will be held at Jim and Robin Daniels house. This is a seasonal occasion sponsored by our Camp at no charge (BYOB) and catered by Robin Daniels. This is a formal occasion that we typically bring our spouses and any serious prospective members. For those who do not know where Jim’s house please see the vicinity map. I hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving and look forward to seeing y’all at the Party.
The Civil War and the Thanksgiving Holiday:
   In that autumn of 1863, the Civil War had taken a bad turn for the North. After the victory at Gettysburg in July, Major General George C. Meade had allowed Robert E. Lee’s army to slip away, to live to fight another day. The Union was then defeated at Chickamauga—and the Union command was left, in Lincoln’s words, "confused and stunned like a duck hit on the head." The country, Lincoln knew, was itself becoming increasingly confused and stunned by the sheer magnitude of the carnage. The casualties at Chickamauga alone were being estimated at more than 35,000. So Lincoln was, quite understandably, worried about the coming election, particularly about the American people’s willingness to gather in this vast harvest of death. The Thanksgiving proclamation can thus be read as a first salvo in his re-election campaign. Nonetheless, a true Pilgrim would have been appalled at Lincoln’s proclamation—not because of its general thanks amid innocent suffering but because of its politically cunning appeal to religion. "What kind of a farmer has a harvest festival in late November?"  Every President since Lincoln has proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day on a Thursday in late November.
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