Compatriots,


The Chester Station Camp worked the Virginia State Fair Booth on Sunday September 30th from 9:30am to 9:30pm. We doubled the previous camps sales by selling $751.00 in merchandise and probably received twice as many signatures on the Capital Flag petition. The Edmund Ruffin Camp bested us by $100.00 but they had a restocked booth. We would have done close to $1000.00 if we had had the inventory. Most of the three prior day’s sales were of items that weren’t available to us.  This camp is really blessed to have some very good sales people. While working the booth the camp received 100% positive feedback from the Fair visitors. Special thanks to Baxter, Judy, David, Ronnie, Smokey, T.J., Cuda, Rusty and Vicky for their help. I hope we can do this again next year since it was so much fun.


At the last meeting we welcomed Robert Forman as a new member into the camp. We met Robert when we were working on the Howlett Line Park. He saw our commitment to the area battle sites and in effort to show his support he donated a $500.00 check to the Battery Dantzler Fund. We are overly joyed to receive this donation and have assured him that 100% of his donation will be used on one of the historical sites in the Bermuda District. I hope we will be able to use his donation towards two State Highway Markers for the Port Walthall Junction area detailed later in this letter. 

I hope everyone noticed our camp picture in the September/October issue of the Confederate Veteran magazine on page 30.

Mary Ellen and Jeff Anderson from the Ettrick Historical Society will be our speakers for the Monday night meeting. 

We have registered for the Chesterfield County Veterans Day Ceremony at the old Chesterfield Courthouse. Our Color Guard will be representing our Southern Boys who defended Virginia against the Yankee Invasion during the Great Unpleasantness and I will also be placing a wreath in their memory. The ceremony will be held on Saturday November 10th at 2pm.

I hope everyone has considered who they want for their new camp officers. We will be having elections at the November meeting for new Officer’s. Unfortunately at the October meeting a lot of the newer members didn’t show up and most of the members that were in attendance have already served. Needless to say we didn’t make much progress in the way of nominations. I apologize for the sorry program as I was expecting more members to show up and we could have moved through the nominations quickly. Below is the list of Officers and their duties associated with each position. I have highlighted the important aspects of each office. If there is no bold print for a position it is because the entire paragraph is important.

ARTICLE VIII.  Duties of Officers.

Section 1.  Commander.  The Commander shall preside at all meetings of the Camp and the Executive Committee.  He shall be a member ex officio of all regular and special committees, and shall perform all such other duties as usually pertain to his office.

Section 2.  First Lieutenant Commander.  The First Lieutenant Commander shall perform the duties of the Commander in his absence or at his request.  He shall serve as program chairman, securing guest speakers and presentation for Camp functions.
Section 3.  Second Lieutenant Commander.  The Second Lieutenant Commander shall perform the duties of the Commander in the absence of the Commander and the First Lieutenant Commander.  He shall be responsible for the enlistment of new members.  He shall maintain an adequate supply of SCV brochures and applications to accomplish the recruitment of new members.  He shall monitor membership as to dues payment and meeting attendance.  He shall constantly strive for an active, growing membership.  He shall prepare and distribute to the membership in good standing- a roster of members, their addresses and telephone numbers.

Section 4.  Adjutant.  The Adjutant shall conduct all official correspondence pertaining to the proper preparation and forwarding of all reports required of the Camp to International Headquarters, Division, and Brigades.  He shall notify all members of special meetings.  He shall keep a true record of all meetings of the Camp and have custody of the books and papers of the Camp, except the Treasurer’s books of account.  He shall be the keeper of the Camp seal.  All applications for membership, initiation fees, and first year dues shall be made to the Adjutant.  He shall be responsible for the ordering of all items necessary for operations of the Camp.  He shall also maintain adequate stock of SCV membership pins, decals, and applications. (Hopefully Ronnie Allen will maintain this position as he has done an excellent job and is very organized.)
Section 5.  Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall have charge of all funds of the Camp and place the same in such bank or banks as may be approved by the Executive Committee.  Such money shall only be withdrawn by check signed by the Treasurer.  He shall keep an accurate account of his transactions and render a detailed report to the membership at any meeting when requested.  He shall present a detailed report, in writing, of income and expenditures at the annual meeting.  Bills paid by the Treasurer shall have received approval by the Executive Committee.  He shall be responsible for collection of dues and fees, taking proper note of the paying member, his address and other information necessary in the maintenance of Camp records and posting such information with the Adjutant. (Donald Pond has indicated his desire to hold this position.)

Section 6.  Judge Advocate.  N/A in our camp

Section 7.  Quartermaster.  The Quartermaster shall be responsible for the procurement of meeting sites and arrangements incident to preparation for regular, special, or social meetings of the Camp, such sites and arrangements subject to approval of the Executive Committee.  He shall be responsible for the operation of the Camp stores, maintaining adequate stocks and other items necessary for efficient operation.  He shall account to the Commander as to expenditures.  He shall maintain a cash fund up to $


.  Any monies in excess of $


 shall be remitted to the Treasurer.

Section 8.  Surgeon.  The Surgeon shall be responsible for the establishment and observance of ceremonial forms and courtesies of the Camp.  Upon direction of the Commander or Executive Committee, he shall issue announcements to the public concerning the Camp, its members and activities.  He shall be familiar with basic techniques of first aid and shall stand ready to administer basic medical assistance when called upon at meetings and functions of the Camp.

Section 9.  Chaplain.  The Chaplain provides spiritual guidance for the Camp.  He shall represent the Camp in times of bereavement. He shall periodically report to the Commander on the well being of members confined by illness.  In event of a member’s death, he shall immediately notify the membership and the Chaplain-in-Chief.  He shall be responsible for the procurement of flowers, wreaths, or such other items incidental to the accomplishment of his duties. (Current Chaplin Baxter Morris has indicated he would like to retain this position, Chris Mueller has volunteered to be his assistant.)

Section 10.  Color Sergeant.  The Color Sergeant shall maintain and safeguard the Camp colors.  He shall issue the proper display of colors at all functions of the Camp and will lead members in salutes to the colors.  He shall appoint assistants to aid in the performance of his duties. (Jeb, I will ask you to start the Pledges at the next meeting.) (Hoss has indicated his desire for this position since he already maintains the camp parade flags.)

Section 11.  Historian.  The Historian shall keep and maintain a written record of the Camp, its officers and members, and its accomplishments during his tenure of office.  He shall be responsible for the collection of photographs, newspaper clippings, and such other items as necessary in the proper recording of Camp history.  All items will be affixed in a bound volume as to insure preservation. (Steve Cormier has expressed his desire to maintain this position.)

If you are considering a certain position please understand what is required of that position. For instance, the First Lt. Commander is responsible for acquiring a speaker for the meeting. This speaker should be reserved before the newsletter goes out each month so all members will know what to expect at the next meeting. If a speaker isn’t scheduled or fails to show up, the Commander has to tap dance for a long 1 ½ hours in front of the membership. At first I didn’t know where to find speakers so I visited other camps and started asking their speakers. Then I used the NPS so I could have speakers who could speak on local history and it seemed to flow from there.

The General Headquarters has over 200,000 registered members but we can only retain an average in the low 30,000. In a recent national survey by the Masons, it was noted when an individual joined an organization if they did not have a responsibility in that organization within six months they quit attending or left the organization. Similarly in the SCV we must find some responsibility for the new member. The membership should work with the new member to find a responsibility that matches the new member’s interests. This may be serving on a committee; taking part in an area project, or assisting an officer with his duties. We should ask that member why he joined the SCV and what are his expectations of the organization. The key factor is to match his interest with the job or activity. 


There are a lot of projects that are in need of our attention in our area and we should choose a few and dedicate our resources to them. I have also included projects that are pending funding so the membership will be aware of them.

1. Ware Bottom Church Battlefield Park

· Site needs to be examined this winter for layout.
· Clearing trees for parking lot and trails.

· Research conducted for interpretive signs.

· Funding parking lot (50 ft. asphalt entrance and gravel parking lot), entrance sign, period fencing ($2,000 to $3,000), interpretive signs ($500 to $600 sponsorships by individuals and/or corporations being considered to fund the interpretive signs) and Civil War Trails Marker ($2,600).
2. Sgt. Engle’s Battlefield Park (Union Medal of Honor winner)
· Clearing trails.

· Research conducted for interpretive signs.

· Funding parking lot, interpretive signs and Civil War Trails Marker.

· Site needs to be examined for layout.

3. Battles of Port Walthall Junction 1 & 2 Site Highway Markers

· Project consists of erecting two Virginia State Highway Markers for the two battles that took place at Port Walthall Junction. These are the cast aluminum signs with raised black letters you see along the roadways. Signs to be placed on Wood’s Edge Rd. (North end of bridge) near Ruffin Mill Rd.

· Research is being conducted by new member Bob Forman for these signs; estimated cost is $1,350.00 plus shipping costs for each sign with an estimated completion time middle of 2008 due to the Department of Historical Resources application schedule.

· Solicitations are planned to the businesses in the area and possibly the other SCV and UDC camps. I will have more funding details when the project nears submittal time to the DHR.

4. Bermuda Hundred Driving Tour Book

· The old driving tour book (about 25 pages of text, pictures and maps) is in the process of being updated and will need sponsorship for printing costs, to be sold at the Historical Society and possibly Henricus. (Funding pending by Chesterfield Military History Committee.)

· Bermuda Hundred Tour stop signs need to be funded ($20.30 each for 12 stops plus 6 extras for theft replacement equals $365.40 plus the cost of the 4 x 4 posts), manufactured and installed at each site.

5. Goode’s Bridge Civil War Trails Marker

· The sign has been designed and is ready for submittal. (Funding pending by the Chesterfield Military History Committee.)

· Placement dependent on VDOT approval.

· 3rd and final sign for the correct Lee’s Retreat Driving Tour.





6. Confederate History Month ads in the Village News for April

· Four weeks of ads ($300 each week) will need to determine topics if we do the same layouts as last April; for example we could do Drewry’s Bluff (naval Battle 1st week and land battle the 2nd week), Trent’s Reach, Walthall Junction, Chesterfield Courthouse, etc.

· Research for a few small paragraphs and pictures will need to be compiled.

A new Civil War Trails Marker has been installed at the old Chesterfield Courthouse just inside the brick wall. The Chesterfield Chapter of the UDC funded this project. There is no formal dedication ceremony planned but it may be mentioned at the Chesterfield Veteran’s Day Ceremony and it will be included in the April Confederate Heritage Ceremony.

The Campbell’s Bridge Civil War Trails Marker has been submitted and installation is planned soon along with a dedication ceremony conducted by the Ettrick Historical Society.

*Important: As per an email received from the General HQ on October 25th, “The SCV has learned that charitable gaming, which includes both bingo and raffles, is strictly prohibited for any subordinate unit (camp or division) which wishes to retain tax exempt status under the SCV’s group exemption.  Any subordinate camp or division which wishes to continue this kind of gaming business must opt out of the SCV’s Group Exemption in writing and complete an individual 501 c 3 application to seek its own  separate tax exempt status, subject to the approval of the IRS.  There are no exceptions and any raffles, bingo, or other charitable gaming must immediately cease.” Our camp is registered as a subordinate unit and also I have received a letter from the IRS stating that we have to start filing a tax form each year even if we do not have $25,000.00 in funds.
This years Christmas Party will be held at King’s Korner Restaurant located at the Chesterfield Airport. Every year the camp funds the Christmas Party as an appreciation for all the hard work the camp members have volunteered over the past year. Since our camp has grown we have moved the party to a new location. This event is catered every year and we have to give an accurate count for the number of people attending. It is very important for us to know who is coming so please RSVP. We do appreciate the Daniel’s hospitality for hosting the party at their home over the past years. 

The Christmas Parade will be upon us soon and this year’s theme is “A Season to Remember” similar to last year’s theme “A Picture Perfect Christmas.” Let’s be thinking of a design for the float so we can have the best float again this year. Don’t forget to place your orders for the Brunswick stew sale on the same day. 

November   5
Next Camp Meeting

November 10
Chesterfield Courthouse Veterans Day Ceremony at 2pm

December   3
Christmas Party at King’s Korner Restaurant 6pm – 9pm 

December   9
Chester Christmas Parade & Camp Brunswick Stew Sale at 2pm

Your obedient servant,

Eric Chandler

Commander

