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Sons of Confederate Veterans ‘
Commander Eric Chandler

Protecting Our Future By Preserving Our Past




                                                                                                            August 2007

Compatriots,


Summer has come and has almost gone.  Once again, it

is time to pick up the torch and carry forward the cause

of our forefathers.

Please try to attend our annual “Big Breakfast” at Ray

Grubb’s place on the James this Sunday morning, August 26th
at 8:00 am.

Hopefully, this will get us geared up for the upcoming SCV meetings.
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Please show your support and enjoy home cooking by attending

the next meeting on Monday, September 10th at Gulliver’s 

Crossflights Restaurant. (Due to the holiday, the meeting will be

The 2nd Monday of the month).

Please be prepared to pay your annual dues.  The deadline is

October 31, 2007.  There has been discussion of a new method

of payment.  We will have more information of this at September’s

meeting.

Fellowship starts at 6:30p.m.

Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Don’t forget prospective members

Fighting the Good Fight,

Ronnie Allen

Adjutant

Raaron2go@aol.com
Following is a few words from our commander.

Compatriots,

I hope everyone has had a pleasant summer and is ready to resume camp functions. ‘Hoss’ Ritenour represented the camp at the Jefferson Davis Memorial Ceremony at Hollywood Cemetery on June 2 by presenting the camp wreath. He deserves our whole hearted appreciation. He selfishly does this program each year while the rest of us are preparing the party grounds. 


 We welcomed Scott Williams from the Chesterfield Environmental Engineering Dept. as the June speaker. His presentation generated a lot of questions and interest in the Chesterfield earthworks. He also has his application ready for approval to become a member.


Hopefully our 2nd Lt. Commander will have the new town tree signs in place soon. They should last longer than the older smaller signs from General Headquarters. 


Chester Fest will be upon us soon on Saturday September 8 and usually lasts from 8am to 5pm with well over 5,000 in attendance. I would like to encourage the membership to come out and represent the camp by helping sell items and boosting membership. This event lets the Chester Community see us as we are and we should think of how General Lee acted as a Southern Gentleman his entire life and we should exhibit the same professionalism at this event and all the others.


Our camp finally had a picture published in the last Confederate Veteran magazine showing our Christmas Parade float entry. If anyone wants to submit a picture to the Confederate Veteran magazine, please send it to eic@scv.org with a caption that describes the picture. You can look in the magazine and use the captions published as a reference. This is something any member can do so if you are tired of seeing everyone but our camp then send in a picture and caption.


The Point Lookout POW Descendents Organization is on their third phase of fund-raising for the new Point Lookout Confederate Memorial Park. Information can be obtained from www.PLPOW.com or http://ConfMemParkInc.PLPOW.com. I went to their annual ceremony back around 1999 and it was worth the drive if you haven’t been. Most of us have had ancestors either pass though the prison or die there. I have proven one of my ancestors to be buried in the mass grave and his name doesn’t appear on the original monument. I submitted his name to the PLPOW to help them in their quest for naming all the dead in the mass grave but they were more concerned about me joining their organization. Eventually they referred me to the Veterans Administration so if a new plaque was ever installed with new names my ancestor could be listed. I called the V.A. and knew right away I was wasting my time. As we all know we can only belong to so many organizations due to financial reasons so here is an alternate way of recognizing your ancestors without paying yearly dues. They have come out with a “Buy a Brick” program so your ancestors name will be remembered either surviving or whether he died at Pt. Lookout. For $50.00 you can write three lines with up to 20 spaces per line. See their web site for details if you would like to honor your ancestor.


Over the past few years I have heard a lot of talk about why some of the guys who have been with the camp for a long time don’t volunteer much for projects and I have heard the same from the other side also. The veteran members of the camp have spent numerous years supporting the camp when the difficult tasks arise and they feel that sometimes the torch needs to be passed. The general consensus with the newer members is what can I do being a new member and also not being sure what they are allowed to do. I am suggesting to any camp member that sees a situation that needs attention, whether T-shirts, camp speakers, summer party or Brunswick stew planning, ChesterFest, general meeting topics, newsletter submissions or anything that they feel may better the camp or help another member of the camp perform his duties please step forward. Members should not be asking at the meetings “Why hasn’t this been done” but instead ask, “What can I do to remedy this situation?” 


The summer party was both a success and a flop. How can this be? The successful part of the party was the fact that we still made money but in reality we had a dismal turn out with about 100 people less than last year. Obviously we will have to consider new ideas since the old party has become outdated. Several members have expressed using the Chester Village Green so the party can come back to Chester. It’s sad that an event that takes up a huge amount of membership volunteer hours and camp expense can barely generate the same amount of revenue that a Brunswick stew sale can accomplish. The May auction, which only took 1 ½ hours, almost generated as much revenue as the party. 


The Annual Summer Breakfast on the River at Ray Grubb’s will be held Sunday August 26th at 8 a.m. Donnie Graves will be handling the cooking duties and if you would like to help the cook please get in touch with Donnie. We should be done in time for everyone to make church.


The new session of meetings will be starting up on September 10th and I hope everyone will attend as many meetings as they can. Also I want to encourage the membership to start considering who they want as their new leadership since elections will be held in November. This will be upon us before we know it and the camp will need as much time as possible to gather a list of candidates. We already know the Treasurer, Steve Pond, will not be running again since the Pond family is expecting their first child soon. The Commander’s position will also be up for grabs as I would like to reduce some of my extra curricular activities.


I heard an idea for a camp meeting the other day and we might consider it for the October meeting. The concept is for the members to bring in some of their items from their collections and discuss them in front of the membership. A show-and-tell meeting just like in elementary school. I hear so many people talking about their prize items they have at home and here is a chance to show them off. If I get a favorable response back with volunteers that want to bring in items we may consider it for October. This is an opportunity for anyone to stand up and address the membership. Who knows, you might like the podium and decide to run for office.

Hope to see everyone real soon:

August 26th 8am Annual Summer Breakfast on the River at Ray Grubb’s

September 10th Next meeting

Your obedient servant,

Eric Chandler

Commander






