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Sons of Confederate Veterans ‘
Commander Eric Chandler

Protecting Our Future By Preserving Our Past




                                                                                                                    December 2006

Compatriots,


 I hope this newsletter finds that everyone had a very Merry Christmas and best wishes for a joyous New Year. We accomplished many good deeds in the name of our confederate ancestors during 2006. The New Year brings it’s own challenges as well.

Please plan on attending our monthly meetings to keep you informed on how to participate in the up coming activities.

 Our guest speaker for January 8th meeting is Mr. Richard Williams, author of the new book,
Stonewall Jackson Was a Rebel – He Illegally Taught Slaves to Read

A festive time was held at our annual Christmas party/meeting at Jim and Robin

Daniels home.  Our special guests were well received and commended our party.

A check for $1000.00 was presented to members of the WBTS Inc. aka Southside

Train Depot Petersburg.
The Christmas parade float this year was a huge success.  The parade theme was, A Picture Perfect Christmas. Our float consisted of a small confederate camp on Christmas Eve with famed photographer Mathew Brady recording the event.

This year’s float had the most camp participation ever. Responsible for the success was the following: Eric Chandler, Cuda Jones, T.J. DiRienzo, Steve Pond, Jeb Wyatt, Brian Carpenter, Smokey Cook, Chris Mueller, Robert Wray, Donald Pond, and Ronnie Allen.

Walking along beside the float passing out recruitment coins and candy canes was

my wife Patti Allen and my grandson, Trevor Spinner.  The driver of the float was a

good friend and loyal supporter, Billy Clayton.

A special note of thanks to Donald Pond for updating the flowers at the monument

In front of the “yellow house”.

Please show your support and enjoy home cooking by attending

the first meeting of the new year on Monday, January 8th at Gulliver’s 

Crossflights Restaurant. 

Fellowship starts at 6:30p.m.

Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Don’t forget prospective members

Fighting the Good Fight,

Ronnie Allen

Adjutant

Raaron2go@aol.com
Following is a few words from our commander.


Compatriots,


I hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas and a good year. I think that
our camp had a banner year with a lot of major accomplishments and
welcoming new members. I want to thank everyone for putting up with my
learning stages of how to oversee a camp and I appreciate everyone who has
offered advice over the past year. Our new Color Guard exhibited real
professionalism at the summer party, the Chesterfield County Veterans Day
Ceremony and individually at a few other ceremonies. The summer party was a
great success due to many camp members efforts and beautiful weather. In
2007 we are hoping to have a party better than the last one. ChesterFest
was a lot of fun as was the Chester Christmas Parade. The float was well
done and received with cheers along the route. We have had great speakers
at every meeting and next year is lining up nicely with author Mr. Williams
from the Shenandoah Valley who will be our January 8th speaker. His latest
book: Stonewall Jackson Was a Rebel-He Illegally Taught Slaves to Read. I
am working with John Quarstein as a speaker for our Battery Dantzler
dedication ceremony on March 25 at 3pm since he is an author and expert on
ironclads and the battles in Virginia. I am hoping that he will agree to be
a speaker at the March meeting as a primer for our dedication ceremony at
the end of March. Here is a short bio on Mr. Quarstein's current duties:


John has served as the director of the Virginia War Museum since 1978.  In

Addition to these duties, he oversees the management of the City of Newport News’
historic properties including Endview Plantation, Lee Hall Mansion, Young’s Mill,

and the Newsome House as well as serving as the historical advisor for the Mariner
Museum’s U.S.S. Monitor Center project.
     
The camp has been blessed with the help of the local Boy Scouts and two
projects have been completed at Battery Dantzler. Another Eagle Scout
project is scheduled for mid-January at Howlett Line Park. I will need a
list of individuals at the next camp meeting who will be interested in
participating in a workday at the park. I do not have a firm date yet from
the Scout so I will let everyone who signs up know when the date is
confirmed. The project will consist of clearing small brush off the
embankment and placing new signs. He has already raised the necessary
funds. We will need a trailer with sides to haul mulch if a camp member has
one to volunteer. Another Scout wants to do an Eagle Scout project, which
will probably be at Ft. Wead. Here are a few sign projects that we are
working on for Battery Dantzler: a biography for Colonel Dantzler, the
history of Battery Dantzler and the land battle around the site, the Battle
of Trent's Reach, a few signs that have images from the past that show what
the entrenchments looked like placed in the same spot they were
photographed. The Civil War Trails Program will be paying for the sign with
the history of Battery Dantzler and the land battle around the site along
with directional markers on the roads. 

The Chesterfield County Military History Committee has been awarded $2,500

from the Chesterfield Historical Society and also $750 from the Verizon Foundation.                          Our Dantzler Project bank account will also be receiving another $750 Verizon Foundation check from member Scott Autry this winter. This should easily pay for the
remainder of the signs. We will need to locate chairs for the dedication
ceremony if anyone has a contact for chairs. I would like to urge the
DuPont employees to see about participating in the DuPont Volunteer
Recognition Program which issues $1000 grants for services performed in the
community. We have already determined that the SCV doesn't qualify for
funds from the DuPont program but the Chesterfield County Historical
Society should qualify. The hours usually required by such a program would
be the hours that you worked at Battery Dantzler. I am sure that everyone
has seen the new Chester Welcome sign that has been installed near the town
tree on Rt. 10. after four years. It would be nice to have a new town tree
to go along with the welcome sign. The camp is looking for a volunteer for
taking on this community project consisting of replacing the Chester town
tree. This project would consist of designing a new tree, determining the
cost and asking all the organizations that currently have signs on the tree
to submit a donation towards the replacement of the tree. The tree also
needs to be tied into the community lighting system. If any member wants to
discuss this project please contact me. The camp has a lot of events
planned for 2007 and I hope that we can have as much if not more camp
participation as we did in 2006.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
Eric Chandler

 







