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                                                                                                        Dec. 2007

Compatriots,


Happy New Year and best wishes for prosperity in the coming year

to all members and their families.

What a wonderful December meeting/party we had; good food, great

fellowship, and several accolades were passed out.  Truly a great way

to end the year…

******A MATTER OF RESPECT******

It has been brought to the attention of the staff that some members

have not been removing their hats/caps during the pledge of allegiance

and salute to the Confederate flag.  Please remember to do so in the

future as this is such a small thing to do in reverence to your ancestors

and fellow man.

Also, be mindful to keep your voices low during lectures.  If the subject

does not warrant your attention, it does to those around you.

*********************************************************************************
BE THE NEXT ONE IN TOWN……………………….

Smokey Cook has been on a mission.  He has procured the design

for a camp SCV jacket.  The jackets are now available to camp members.

Smokey and myself each have a jacket so see one of us for a look and

fit if you are interested.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO USE YOUR PRIVALEGE AS AN SCV MEMBER

TO PURCHASE AN SCV LICENSE PLATE.

Please make it a priority to take care of paying your membership

dues.  They are now delinquent and you are dropped from the

muster rolls.  

Please show your support and enjoy home cooking by attending

the next meeting on Monday, January 7th at Gulliver’s 

Crossflights Restaurant

Fellowship starts at 6:30p.m.

Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Don’t forget prospective members

Fighting the Good Fight,

Ronnie Allen

Adjutant

Raaron2go@aol.com
Following is a few words from our past commander:

Compatriots,

This years Christmas Party was held at King’s Korner Restaurant located at the Chesterfield Airport. We had 70 people in attendance which really packed the restaurant. I was told they could accommodate our organization but we were a little too tight for what I expected. 

The following weekend was extremely busy for the camp with a stew cooking on Saturday and the Christmas Parade on Sunday. Both were a lot of fun and the camp turn out was excellent. Once again the stew was sold out and we could have sold more than the 187 quarts we did sell. Hopefully we can do the stew more often and thankfully the parade is once a year. I think we received the most laughs with our “A Season To Remember When The Yankees Surrender” banner on both sides of the float. Jeb did a wonderful job as the Yankee along with T.J.’s son Hayden having him under guard. Funny how no one wanted to take the Yankee prisoner off of our hands. The cedar fence used on the float will be placed at Battery Dantzler back by the entrance to the observation deck ramp. There should be enough to install five sections of fence. The Christmas float was funded by the Battery Dantzler Project Fund account since we were able to use the materials for two purposes ultimately ending up giving the county residents more to appreciate at Battery Dantzler.

On December 17th I represented the camp at Travis Elder’s Eagle Scout Ceremony. He achieved his Eagle Scout rank by organizing the restoration of Howlett Line Park back in the spring. I presented him with a plaque from the camp and a Certificate of Appreciation from the General Headquarters. Travis is now in his first year at Liberty University. Hopefully we will acquire a few more Scout projects from Troop #877.

It appears that we can hold the 50/50 at our camp meetings as long as we do not sell tickets to the public. Berley Wade and I have looked at the Gaming Publication for Tax-Exempt Organizations IRS booklet and it seems that as long as we keep all gaming within the camp membership we are o.k.

The camp has been asked by the John Wynne Society to hold a monument dedication ceremony at Fort Stevens for a monument honoring the soldiers of the First Virginia Infantry Regiment that died at the Battle of Drewry’s Bluff on May 16, 1864. The ceremony is in its infant stages of planning and may consist of the Color Guard presenting the flags, placement of wreaths along with several speeches about the history of the First Virginia Infantry which dates back to the 1600’s and the Drewry’s Bluff battle around Fort Stevens. Some re-enactors have also volunteered to participate. The John Wynne Society will give a talk about their organization and their ancestor John W. Wynne of Company H. The ceremony is being planned for Saturday May 17th at 2pm. I will be out of the country at the time so we will need a lead person for the event. Sam Tarry recommended our camp for this program and I am hoping he will emcee the event.

The camp has also been asked to set up a recruitment table at the Confederate History and Heritage Day on the Courthouse Green on April 5 located at the old 1917 Courthouse. This is going to be an educational event instead of a vendor style event. They have asked for some of our members to dress out.

The Chesterfield Historical Society winter event schedule has a line up of some very interesting speakers which some of our camp members may want to attend.

Friday, January 18 at Magnolia Grange at 7pm – Frank Wood, author of Slavery, A Look At History Through Primary Source Documents will speak on the history of slavery.

Friday, February 1 at Magnolia Grange at 7pm – Chris Ferguson, author of Hollywood Cemetery, Her Forgotten Soldiers; Confederate Field Officers at Rest will speak on Hollywood Cemetery.

Friday, February 15 at Magnolia Grange at 7pm – Gary Powers, Jr. Founder of the Cold War Museum & Memorial in Fairfax County will speak on the Cold War, The U2 incident and the Cold War Museum & Memorial.

Friday, February 29 at Magnolia Grange at 7pm – Dr. Agnes Evans Gish, author of Virginia Taverns, Ordinaries and Coffee Houses; 18th-early 19th Century Entertainment Along The Buckingham Road will speak on Virginia Taverns.

Friday, March 7, 2008 – Ed Bearss, Civil War Historian, will speak on the Battle of Chester Station. NOTE: This Lecture will be presented in the 1917 Chesterfield County Courthouse.
Friday, March 21, 2008 – Patrick Schroeder, Historian at Appomattox Courthouse National Historic Park, will speak on the events leading up to Lee’s surrender.

Mark Fausz wrote an interesting editorial a few weeks ago in the Village News about videotaping Chesterites telling old stories about the community before the historical stories are lost. This is the same idea many of you have spoke of in the past like when everyone gathers around Ray Grubb at his pavilion and tells his stories. I contacted Mark and he is looking for opportunities to set up this type of event. He is researching video cameras now and hopefully when we do the next stew he can come down and try out his new camera. Several have expressed to me in the past how the Old Towne Chester Reunion was started and they would like to see it go back to this type of event. The IRS has put a nail in the coffin concerning the summer party as the way it is currently held. When the camp removes the raffle from the party fund-raising the camp would have lost a lot of money hosting the party. It takes a huge amount of planning by a few individuals for months leading up to the party and then it puts three days of hard work on the camp members setting up, hosting and cleaning up. Last year we made about $1,000.00 and created a lot of unnecessary tension among the membership and had to endure criticism about actions of some of the members who can’t control themselves. We make almost as much money on a stew with a lot less effort by the membership and have a lot more fun. This camp could have a couple of stew sales and a couple Boston butt sales throughout the year and the majority of the camp would be happy campers. As for the Old Towne Chester Reunion we could organize a social event where we invite the Chesterites to tell their stories and get back to an actual reunion that isn’t based around raising money. This way the history of our event stays alive. Eliminate the trouble causing free flowing beer truck which attracts the wrong crowd, everyone bring a dish and just have a family get together since we are like a big family. Most of us get together away from the camp anyway. All we need is a big shady place to host it. This is my take on the subject and from what I have heard from many of you. This is just one idea being thrown out by just another member of this camp. 

Please come out to the meeting on January 7th for Brian Carpenter’s return to the podium as Commander.

Your obedient servant,

Eric Chandler







