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Compatriots,


What a great meeting we had Feb.5th.  There were 40 people in attendance

with 10 of those being guests.  Mike Gorman did a wonderful job through his

oratory and photos of Drewry’s Bluff.

Picnic and raffle tickets are now available for our annual June picnic.

Please see Eddie Alexander for your tickets.  Let’s start selling now.

The money we raise goes to good causes within our community.

I would like to thank the following people who met my challenge of

$100 for the Battery Dantzler signs:

Chris Mueller, T.J. DiRienzo, Cuda Jones, Eric Chandler, Donnie Graves,

Smokey Cook, Charles Horton, Eddie Alexander, Sam Terry, and Judy Clark 

(a duel member’s significant other).  Thanks to anyone else who may have

contributed after the meeting.
Please plan to contribute your time and tools towards a successful work/clean up day at the Howlett Line Park this Saturday, February 24th at 8:00a.m.

See commander’s comments for detailed information.

If you would like a by-line in our newsletter, please submit an article of

interest to me for publication.

Please keep Jerry Jennings and his family in your prayers for the loss

of his father-in-law, Mr. Blount, who passed away Sunday unexpectedly.

Hoss Ritenour has donated a P.A. system to try at our next meeting.  

Eddie Alexander won our 50/50 jackpot.  His share was $30.00.

Please show your support and enjoy home cooking by attending

the next meeting on Monday, March 5th at Gulliver’s 

Crossflights Restaurant. 

Fellowship starts at 6:30p.m.

Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Don’t forget prospective members

Fighting the Good Fight,

Ronnie Allen

Adjutant

Raaron2go@aol.com
Following is a few words from our commander.

Commander’s Comments:
Chesterfield County Parks and Rec. had funds for three Civil War Trails signs set aside for years waiting on someone to write the histories but after 7 months of inquiry we found out the account had been closed out. This left us with 45 days to raise the $2600 and the additional costs for the other interpretive signs for the Battle of Trent’s Reach, several period image signs of the site and the biography of Colonel Dantzler. Ronnie Allen made a very generous donation of $100 and challenged everyone to meet it. I would like to thank everyone that met Ronnie’s challenge at the last meeting. We were able to raise about $1000 to help fund the interpretive signs at Battery Dantzler. For every dollar we raised, it was doubled by matching funds from the Chesterfield Historical Society. You don’t know how hard it was for me to ask the membership for donations especially with so many guests present. We rarely ask the membership for donations. We had an unusual large amount of visitors at the meeting and I would like for the members who invited them to make sure their guests understand that this isn’t normal practice. I don’t want to dissuade any prospective future member from coming back. Each Civil War Trails sign costs $2,600 and this is what the community receives:

· Historical marker at the site (This sign is a table top sign that costs about $1,500 to make) I would love to have our other two large interpretive signs like this but upright metal sheet signs are about 1/4 of the price. The tabletop signs are less obtrusive on the site but very expensive.

· Directional signs to the site (These probably cost about $50 each)

· Inclusion in the Civil War Traveler newspaper (Thousands printed, Printing cost)

· Inclusion in the Civil War Traveler driving brochure (Thousands printed, Printing cost)

· Listed on the Civil War Trails web site (Not much cost here)

· Information is sent to ALL inquirers of tourism in the region (Thousands of Civil War Traveler newspapers and driving brochures mailed out around the world)

· Mailing costs for those brochures and newspapers.
 February 24th at 8 a.m. will be a camp workday at Howlett Line Park. We will be installing the new interpretive signs that have been funded by Boy Scout Travis Elders. Our camp will have a sponsorship listing on the main sign so that visitors can see how active our SCV camp is the community. We will be cutting a lot of small brush and briars down and placing mulch on the slope. The Parks and Rec. Dept. have been scheduled to come by and pick up the debris. Please come out and support your community. 

March 25th will be our rededication ceremony at Battery Dantzler at 3 p.m. We are talking with Dick Hanser about bringing his cannon to the ceremony and manning the gun with our camp color guard. Also Jim Cochrane’s Knibb’s Battery is scheduled to shoot. Their guns will be placed in two original gun emplacements. The Petersburg Chapter #155 UDC will be present and dressed out for the event along with other local re-enactors. A relative of Colonel Dantzler will be coming up from North Carolina and maybe some members of the Olin M. Dantzler Camp #73 from Orangeburg, South Carolina. Here is our tentative schedule for the event and surely changes will be made as the date nears.

· The History of Battery Dantzler 


Speaker Eric Chandler

· The biography of Major Francis W. Smith, Commanding Officer of Battery Dantzler 





Speaker TBD

· Speaker and author John Quarstein on the Battle of Trent's Reach (Director of the Virginia War Museum in Newport News)

· The Biography of Colonel Olin M. Dantzler

Speaker TBD (A Colonel uniform would be nice)

· Board of Supervisor Dickie King

· Awards and Recognition Presentations to local Boy Scouts and community members

· Cannon fire provided by local cannon crews

· Locally made Brunswick stew will be for sale.

Our camp will be making Brunswick stew to sell at the event for $5.00 a quart. Please take preorders for the stew, as Camp Cook Donnie Graves and his infamous cooking crew will be preparing the bountiful feast. We will need volunteers to man the recruiting table.

April will be upon us before we know it and the month is starting to fill up with events. I would like to ask the camp to consider buying advertisement space in the Chester Village News honoring April as Confederate History Month. Instead of having a proclamation like the other camps, it would be nice if we honored Confederate History Month by highlighting historical events around Chester. Brief histories and period images would make up the ads. The four ads could be designed to honor the following events or similar topics:

1st week
The Battle of Chester Station

2nd week
Battery Dantzler

3rd week
The Howlett Line

4th week
Ware Bottom Church

The Ware Bottom Church site hasn’t been developed in to a usable park yet and we could have a donation form in the ad so money could be donated by the community. The site is in need of a parking area and signage. Our camp came together like a family when we realized that Battery Dantzler was in desperate need of our help. Now that it is almost finished our camp should adopt another project. Our camp is listed as a sponsor on the new interpretive signs at Battery Dantzler and Howlett Line. The Ware Bottom Church site is an unusual prime opportunity for our camp to achieve a lot of recognition, develop the site as it should be and put our signature on another park. If we don’t, Chesterfield County will let the property sit for years to come.  

The 7th Annual Chesterfield County Confederate History & Heritage Month Program at the Historic 1917 Courthouse will take place at noon on April 7. The speaker will be the infamous Edwin Bearss. The Monument Avenue march is scheduled for April 21st. I will need a count of how many members are planning to participate so I can send in the application.

Don’t forget our May meeting will be auction night once again. I have already compiled a stack of books for my donation to the event.

Your obedient servant,

Eric Chandler

Commander






