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Sons of Confederate Veterans ‘
Commander Eric Chandler

Protecting Our Future By Preserving Our Past




                                                                                                        Nov. 2007

Compatriots,


First I would like to extend a heartfelt welcome to the new officers of

Chester Station.  

The new officers are as follows:

Commander Brian Carpenter

Adjutant Ronnie Allen

1st Lt. Commander T. J. DiRienzo

2nd Lt. Commander Smokey Cook

 Treasurer Donald Pond

Color Sgt. Hoss Ritenour

Historian Steve Cormier

Quartermaster Cuda Jones

Surgeon Donnie Graves

Chaplain Baxter Morris

***WE HAVE A PROBLEM WITH MEMBERSHIP DUES***

There are approximately 15 people who have not paid

dues at one level or another (you know who you are)

Please make arrangements to pay your dues at a timely

manner.  You are now delinquent and according to headquarters

you are now dropped from the rolls.  There will be reinstatement

fees applied at each level.  

Please contact either myself, or Steve Pond as soon as possible.

Since our Christmas party is at a public establishment this year,

let’s project the proper Southern Gentlemanly behavior.  

Fighting the Good Fight,

Ronnie Allen

Adjutant

Raaron2go@aol.com
Following is a few words from our commander:
Compatriots,

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and is looking forward to the Camp Christmas Party. We will be swearing in our new Officers. I wish them luck and good fortunes for the next two years and I am excited about future events. With the new Officers we will have fresh ideas and enthusiasm from them.

I would like to thank the Chester Camp Color Guard for representing the camp at the Chesterfield County Veterans Day Ceremony at the old Chesterfield Courthouse. Dressed out for the Color Guard were Steve Pond, Hoss Ritenour, Ronnie Allen, James Maddux, T.J., and his son. I presented the wreath for the camp. Smokey Cook was also there for support. 

We are looking into the recent orders handed down from the General Headquarters about NO gambling with raffles and 50/50. Fortunately we have a member of the camp who worked for the IRS and Berley Wade is certain we can still hold the 50/50. Hopefully over the next month we will have a clarification on this. The recent memos from HQ only mention raffles and not 50/50. 

This years Christmas Party will be held at King’s Korner Restaurant located at the Chesterfield Airport. Every year the camp funds the Christmas Party as an appreciation for all the hard work the camp members have volunteered over the past year. Since our camp has grown we have moved the party to a new location. This event is catered every year and we have to give an accurate count for the number of people attending. 

The Christmas Parade will be upon us soon and this year’s theme is “A Season to Remember” similar to last year’s theme “A Picture Perfect Christmas.” We will be working on the float the week before and the morning of the parade. Don’t forget to place your orders for the Brunswick stew sale on the same day.

I want to thank everyone for his or her support over the past two years and I have really enjoyed being the Commander. My term started a little rough with the first meeting and I know I ruffled a lot of feathers. I really appreciate T.J. for making the motion at the meeting to allot $4,000 to Battery Dantzler. This was an extremely large amount of funds toward one project at that time and it was a hard pill for some to swallow. From then on we championed through on several projects and probably spent nearly $20,000.00 over the past two years. Working with the Scouts was very fulfilling. Being the Commander you meet a lot of people from the community and the Chester Station Camp has achieved a very respectful position in this half of the county. Many groups look for us to continue raising funds and completing historical projects. I wish I could share with everyone all the positive praise our camp has received. When I meet members of other camps they always ask me how we accomplish so much and have such a great fundraising ability. I always tell them of the dedicated people we have as members. Some camps recruit for quantity and it seems our camp has quality. I am very happy to leave office with the coffers full and hopefully the community spirit and projects will not stop. I want to thank Eugene Alexander for monitoring Battery Dantzler. Special thanks to Sam Tarry for assisting me with camp procedures and Courtney Wells for the genuine moral support that Commanders need. Donald Pond has been keeping the flowers at the Battle of Chester Station monument and he deserves our thanks. Donnie Graves has been a great asset with his dedication to the camp by providing his cooking skills and support on other projects. Judy Clark and Dave Woodruff have provided tremendous support to the camp and I appreciate every thing they have done. Steve Pond has been an excellent Treasurer and supporter over the past two years and I wish he could continue for another term. I am confident his father will carry on the duties just as efficiently. Eddie Alexander, Cuda Jones and Ronnie Allen have always been there when I needed someone and without them we couldn’t have completed the many things this camp has accomplished. They put up with the sweltering heat at ChesterFest, the bugs and poison ivy at Battery Dantzler and the cold of the parade. Jeb’s help was not forgotten and yes we told you that you were handling poison ivy. I have enjoyed the thousands of emails, phone calls and work hours we have spent together. The camp couldn’t have elected a better 2nd Lt. Commander than one of our newer members “Smokey” Cook. He is a born salesman and a natural recruiter. I look forward to working with him and wish him luck in his new position. He will make a great Commander in the future. There are a lot of members that I haven’t mentioned and I want thank them for their dedication to the camp also. One member even donated the shirt off his back to the camp. When I first became Commander there were some members I didn’t even know their names. Being Commander you quickly get to know everyone. The camp members kind of become your family in a way. Each member seams like an uncle or a cousin, brother or distant relative. I encourage everyone to seek an active role in the camp and spend the time to get to know your extended family.

The one thing I tried to do the most, as Commander was to make sure Chester knew who we were and what we stood for. In doing this it takes a lot of effort on behalf of the members of this camp. The second thing I tried to do the most was to make sure the members of this camp were recognized for their efforts. I tried to utilize every form of recognition from the General Headquarters, creating our own camp certificates down to a personal thank you. I wish the new Officers good luck and will support them in their endeavors. 

December   3
Christmas Party at King’s Korner Restaurant 6pm – 9pm 

December   9
Chester Christmas Parade & Camp Brunswick Stew Sale at 2pm

Your obedient servant,

Eric Chandler

Commander







