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Compatriots,


Welcome back from our summer break.  I hope everyone is ready to lend 

their support to the upcoming challenges.

It’s that time of year again for the payment of your SCV dues.  If you have not

sent your payment to me, please see me at this month’s meeting.  If you have not

received a billing statement from the Virginia Division, you have been dropped from

the rolls and need to be re-instated.  

EVERONE MUST STILL PAY OUR CAMP DUES WHICH IS $10.00.

Our guest speaker this month is Mr. Joe Lively.  He has taken over as SCV

Heritage Defense Coordinator.  His topic is on his new book, Our Forgotten Folk

Heritage.  You may visit his website at “ForgottonHeritage.Net”.

This is short notice but our camp member Thomas A. Daniel is having a book

signing on his new pictorial book, “The Southern Cause” for the Love of Dixie

on September 5th at Art Six on Broad St. in Richmond from 6:00pm until 9:00pm.

We have nice jackets and shirts available with the SCV logo and our camp name

embroidered on them.  If interested, please see Smokey Cook.

Please show your support and enjoy home cooking by attending

the next meeting on Monday, Sept. 8th at Gulliver’s 

Crossflights Restaurant.

Fellowship starts at 6:30p.m.

Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Don’t forget prospective members.

Fighting the Good Fight,

Ronnie Allen

Adjutant

Raaron2go@aol.com
Once again, our past commander Eric has a few words

to keep us up to date and aware of upcoming events.

Compatriots,

I hope everyone has had a nice relaxing summer so you will feel refreshed and are ready to get back to work promoting the SCV and preserving our Confederate history. First let’s discuss the promoting of the SCV, our camp will be sponsoring a booth at ChesterFest again this year and I hope we will have plenty of participation from the camp members like we have had in the past. The Quartermaster has stocked up on a lot of goodies for everyone to purchase. The promoters are expecting over 10,000 in attendance since they moved ChesterFest off the Richmond Race weekend. One of the local UDC camps has informed me they are planning to also sponsor a booth and I expect the Chesterfield Historical Society will also be there. Normally the show promoters organize all the historical booths together so hopefully we will make a grand spectacle. ChesterFest will be held on September 13 between 10am and 5pm on the Chester Village Green. Parking will be tight so be prepared and if you plan to help set up arrive about 9am. I will be bringing the tent and tables and we will need table clothes and camp flags.

A number of speakers have inquired about speaking at our camp meetings so we should have an interesting fall session. I know of four so far that have expressed interest in visiting our camp.

The camp has secured Sunday September 28 to work the State Fair Booth for the Virginia Division. This is the same day we worked last year and the best day because it will have the clientele we are seeking for new members and they appreciate our merchandise. We will need volunteers to work the booth and those that worked the booth last year had a fun day. It’s nice to see so many people come by with positive comments and enthusiasm towards the SCV. The booth will be open from 10am to 9pm and we should meet in the parking lot at 9:30am so we can walk in and set up the tables. So far I have Dave Woodruff, Judy, Cuda, Ronnie, Smokey and myself signed up and I hope more will volunteer at the next meeting. I doubt if we will receive enough passes for everyone to get in for free.

Now for the preserving of our Confederate history, as some may have heard already, Battery Dantzler will be going through a major expansion. Two years ago I called Mr.Goyne who owns the other half of the earthworks and asked him if he would consider donating a portion of his land which he wasn’t prepared to do at that time. Sometime last fall the Richmond Battlefield Association was a recipient of a donation for battlefield preservation. One of its members, Marc Ramsey (owner of Ramsey and Owens Books in Bon Air) was at a reenactment with Scott Williams and they discussed the earthworks at Battery Dantzler. I called Mr.Goyne again and lucky for us the county had raised his tax assessment considerably and he was ready to consider a proposal. After numerous meetings and hours volunteered by the RBA, Mr.Goyne, Jim Daniels, Scott Williams, Blue Skies Environmental and others are still working on the tedious details in splitting the Goyne parcel. The Goyne parcel is just under 15 acres and about 3 acres will be split off and sold and the remaining acreage will be turned over to the RBA who encourages development that will promote the park and its historical value. The tract that will be listed for sale is the flat area to the west of the current Battery Dantzler entrance. The current Battery Dantzler parcel is about 1 ¼ acres so when everything is complete the new Battery Dantzler Park will be about 10 times as large forming a horseshoe around the 3 acre parcel that will be sold and potentially developed for light industrial use. The RBA will hold on to the property for a while and use it to promote their cause and with them holding the property it will be easier for us to develop the site since there will not be the usual government red tape hanging over our heads. As you look at the plot plan you will notice a potential trail across the property. This trail is intended to wind through much of the property as possible and start at a proposed new parking lot at the far southwest corner. This corner is the edge of the woods on Battery Dantzler Road and the Dominion Power high voltage line. We hope to establish a parking area there so that not only will that portion of the property on the west side of the big ravine will be used but it will also discourage relic hunters and trash from being dumped.  

Chesterfield County has established a Heritage Alliance group who will be doing the brainstorming for the upcoming Civil War Sesquicentennial in 2011. The Chesterfield Military History Committee will be handing in an inventory of county Civil War sites and their condition. The Heritage Alliance group will go to the Board of Supervisors and request the funds necessary to bring the sites up to par so they will be ready for 2011 and most importantly beyond 2011. This will be our opportunity to bring on line Ware Bottom Church Battlefield Park and Sgt. Engle’s Park. I received a quote for a four-car parking lot at Ware Bottom and with VDOT’s requirements per the current zoning of the property the estimate was over $30,000. Instead of us having to jump through numerous hoops to bring the price down hopefully the county will now step up.

I went to Fort Wead to replace the entrance sign and it had already been done. The local Sons of Union Veterans Camp name had been added to the new sign so hopefully they will maintain this site. The interior of the fort needs a serious trimming.

Our camp will be having a brush cutting party at Battery Dantzler on Wednesday September 17th starting around 4:30pm. Please bring brush cutting tools, weed eaters (string and metal blade), and a leaf blower. The more in attendance will mean the less time we will have to spend in the scrub. It doesn’t look too bad now but it could look better.

Gene and Joe have been maintaining Dantzler with daily visits and the trashcan was a real help. The casual dropping of trash has really been reduced since the can has been added. I eat lunch out there several times a week and it has become a rather busy parking lot between the tourist and those of us eating lunch.

Hope to see you at the next meeting. The September 8th meeting is usually lightly attended so let’s change that this year and plan to attend.

Your obedient servant,

Eric Chandler







